Asia Pacific Environmental and Occupational Health Journal (ISSN 2462 -2214), Vol 10 (3): 7, 2024
Published Online © 2024 Environmental and Occupational Health Society

Tahfiz Fire Safety Management in Malaysia: An Introduction to Systematic OSH
Management Enhancement Program (SOMEP)

Abdul Mutalib Haji Mohamed Ali'*3, Saiful Arifin Shafiee'*, Nur Sarah Fatihah Tamsi'*,
Maryam Zahaba'*

'Pahang Environment Safety & Health Association (PESHA), P37-1 Jalan Karak Avenue
28600 Karak Pahang Darul Makmur
Safety Big Event Management, P37-1 Jalan Karak Avenue, 28600 Karak Pahang Darul
Makmur
*Open University Malaysia (Shah Alam Learning Centre), Seksyen 13, 40100 Shah Alam,
Selangor, Malaysia
“Department of Chemistry, Kulliyyah of Science, International Islamic University Malaysia,
Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, 25200 Kuantan, Pahang, Malaysia

Corresponding Author: Maryam Zahaba; maryamzahaba@iium.edu.my

ABSTRACT

Accidents such as Tahfiz fire tragedies were recorded, and this is alarming since the fire caused
the loss of properties and the death of people mainly adolescents. The main issue of this
accident is the lack of systematic occupational safety and health (OSH) management system
(MS). Objective: This study proposes the Systematic OSH Management Enhancement
Program (SOMEP) to reduce accidents in Tahfiz, especially fire tragedies. Method: There are
five levels in SOMEP. In SOMEP level one, a representative from Tahfiz management will be
appointed to lead the program throughout the program duration. After that, in SOMEP level
two, the representative will undergo training in risk management and the development of OSH
policy. Upon finishing the training, the representative will proceed to establish the safety
committee at Tahfiz, which is the main task of SOMEP level three. Among the tasks of this
safety committee are conducting quarterly meetings, workplace assessments and inspections.
Besides that, conducting fire management training such as putting off fires using fire
extinguishers and having an emergency response plan (ERP) also are crucial tasks of the
safety committee. While in SOMEP level four, the information of OSH will be disseminated to
all the stakeholders, especially for the new intake of Tahfiz students. Lastly, in SOMEP level
five the activities and the documentation embedded in the TAHFIZ programs related to OSH
will be audited internally and externally. Conclusion: The comprehensive OSH MS is needed
to reduce the number of accidents and fatalities specifically in Tahfiz in Malaysia and other
Tahfiz in different countries since the proposed OSH MS such as SOMEP is applicable
worldwide. By application of SOMEP, the Tahfiz fire tragedies can be avoided in the near
future.
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